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Development of carbonylation of methanol

ZANG Hong-xia, QIAN Jun-lii, WU Yan-hui
(Department of Chemistry, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: The process for the carbonylation of methanol to acetic acid has many advantages such as high conversation of
reactants and high yield of product, but the Rh-based catalyst is of expensive and severely corrosive 1o equipment by cocatalyst
iodide. A new type of Ir-based catalyst of BP p.l.¢. and catalytic systems without iodide as a promoter are also reviewed. In

addition , the direct synthesis method of dimethyl carbonate {rom CH;OH,CO and O, as well as the process for methanol liquid-

phase carbonylation to methyl formate are summarized .
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