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Countermeasures and suggestions on the implementation of Minamata
Convention on Mercury for calcium carbide based PVC production process

WANG Yu-jing' , ZANG Wen-chao™ , TIAN Yi', ZHAO Jing', JIAN Xiao-dong'
(Solid Waste and Chemicals Management Center, MEP, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: The calcium carbide based PVC production process involves the employment of the largest amount of
mercury in China. It is also the key industry to fulfill the Minamata Convention on Mercury. The control requirements of
the Convention on calcium carbide based PVC production process are analyzed. The current situation of calcium carbide
based PVC industry, and the development and application of low-mercury and non-mercury alternative technology are
investigated. To solve the problems existing in the PVC industry, such as excess capacity, ineffective application of low-
mercury catalyst and slow promotion of mercury-free catalyst, strict control of production capacity, establishment of
information reporting mechanism , strengthening supervision of low-mercury catalyst and speeding up the assessment and
application of mercury-free catalyst are proposed as countermeasures and suggestions on the implementation of Minamata
Convention on Mercury.
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