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Advances in methods for separation of ethylene glycol and 1,2-butanediol
LIU Xing-wei”
( Chemical Engineering Institute, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, Chin)

Abstract: The research progress of the purification technologies for separation of ethylene glycol and 1,2-butanediol
is reviewed. The separation and purification technologies , including azeotropic distillation, extractive distillation , extraction
combined with azeotropic distillation , reactive distillation, adsorptive separation,and so on,are introduced. The advantages
and disadvantages of each method are analyzed. The combination of azeotropic distillation, azeotropic distillation and
extraction separation technology can be used for industrial-scale production. The adsorptive separation can be used for
small-scale production. The reactive distillation is regarded as the future direction of glycol purification techniques.
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