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Commerecialization of sulfolane extractive distillation process
in Qingdao Petrochemical apparatus
WANG Xin-jian
(Qingdao Petrochemical Company Lid., SINOPEC, Qingdao 266043, China)

Abstract: The sulfolane exiractive distillation process is successfully commercialized in benzene exiraction unit with a
production capacity of 80 kt/a in Qingdao Petrochemical Company Lid. . The operational resulis show that the benzene purity
and recovery efficiency are 99.99% and 99.8% , respectively . The crystallizing temperature of benzene is 5.5°C . The energy
consumption of the unit is 1 700.68 MJ/t,the steam consumption is 0.41 t/t.Besides,some problems and solutions during the
operation, such as poor solvent acidification, solvent regeneration and quality of benzene, are introduced, and the

countermeasures are carried out.
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