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Research progress of biosorption of heavy metals by metallothioneins
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(School of Life Science and Biotechnology, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024, China)

Abstract: Metallothioneins,as a family of metal-binding proteins and derived from organisms, have attracted more

and more attention recently due to its capacity of efficiently binding heavy metals. The molecular structure of

metallothioneins is introduced. The latest research progress of biosorption of heavy metals by metallothioneins is

reviewed. Challenges and prospects are also discussed.
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