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Review on preparation methods of levulinic acid, a new platform chemical

CAI Lei, LU Xiu-yang , HE Long, XIA Wen-li, REN Qi-long
(National Lab of Secondary Resources Chemical Engineering, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, China)

Abstract: Levulinic acid (LA) is an important chemical raw material whose applications will be wider and wider in vari-
ous industries. LA is regarded recently as a promising new plalform chemical from biomass. There are two methods 1o prepare
LA : the catalyzed hydrolysis of furfuryl alcohol, and the hydrolysis of biomass. Their advantages and disadvantages are pointed
out.Small-scale of production, low yield, and serious pollution are the major problems in producing LA in China.lIn the future,

hydrolysis of biomass will turn to be the dominant method . With the deepgoing study of the preparation process engineering, hy-

drolysis of biomass will become more efficient and environment-friendly .
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