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Advances in uses of natural citral and synthesis of irone in China
CHEN Xue-heng

(Department of Chemical and Environmental Engineering, Wuyi University Jiangmen 529020, China)

Abstract: China has plentiful resources of Litsea cubeba oil which contains 80% of citral, and export of Litsea cubeba oil
reaches about 2 000 t/a, playing a particular role in global perfume market.Irone, which is called the high quality of perfume,
and its semi-synthesis process and omnifarious uses of Litsea cubeba oil for changing the latter’ s onefold use and low value are
introduced. Significance of changing 1o ecomomically suslainable developing superiority {rom the resource superiority of natural
citral in China is expounded. Industrialization patterns of Liisea cubeba oil are introduced as follows: cultivating the plants as the
foundation; producing series of perfumes containing irone as leading products; taking environment-friendly and intensive comper-
hensive utilization as purpose .
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