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Production/demand status and market analysis of melamine

SHAN Cheng-gang
(Shandong Haihua Kuixing Chemical Lid., Ningyang 271411, China)

Abstract: The total capacity of melamine in the world is about 1.1 million t/a.The production is mainly concentrated in
developed countries and regions such as Western Europe , the United States and Japan. Since 1997 the number of melamine pro-
ducers in China has increased from less than 20 to 60 and the capacitly has also been expanded from 45 000 t/a 10 197 400 t/a.
The melamine consumption in China is about 60 000 tons a year. The consumption is mainly in timber processing, decorative
sheel, coating , molding compound and papermaking sectors. The application in building, coaling and paint sectors will increase.
Southeast Asia is the region with the greatest capacity expansion and it is expected that the average annual growth rate will be
8% in 2001 — 2005 .In recent years the melamine capacily in the world has kepl increasing at an average annual rate of 13% ,
but the demand growth is only 5% — 7% . The global melamine capacity will have a considerable surplus in coming years. The
melamine sector in China has made a great development and presented a trend of deep processing and ulilization . The market
demand will however have no big increase in the near future . With the completion of some units under construction, the oversup-
ply of melamine will be more serious.
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