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Present situation, existing problems and countermeasures of development of

salt lake lithium resources in China
WU Qian, LIU Xi-fang, ZHENG Mian-ping* , NIE Zhen, YU Jiang-jiang
(MLR Salt Lake Resources and Environment Key Laboratory, The Research Institute of Mineral
Resources of CAGS, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: The notebook computers, mobile phones and electric vehicles have been increasing demand for lithium
batteries , directly resulting in the great growth of the demand for lithium resource in future. China is rich in the lithium
resource of salt lake, which is an important source of lithium resource development in future. Qinghai-Tibet plateau is
China’ s main salt lake lithium resource reserve place with poor natural conditions and big difficult in mining, and the
concentration of lithium in the salt lake brine are uneven, with more associated elements and high comprehensive
utilization value. Based on the introduction of China’ s lithium resources reserves and global status quo of the
development and utilization of lithium resources, it is pointed out in this paper that China has existing problems in the
development and utilization of salt lake lithium resources, such as lower technical level, poor comprehensive utilization
rate, lack of long-term scientific planning etc. Some practical and reasonable scientific advices such as strengthening
technical research on development and comprehensive utilization of lithium resources , formulating overall planning for the
salt lake lithium industry and ensuring the development process to be high effective, “green” and environmental friendly
are suggested.
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