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Present status of potassium salt industry in the world
SUN Xiao-hong'** , TANG Yao'”, CHEN Chun-lin' , QU Yun-yan'
(1. General Institute of Geological Survey of China Chemical Geology and Mine Bureau, Beijing 100013, China;
2. Research Center for Strategy of Global Mineral Resources, CAGS, Beijing 100037, China;
3. Sichuan Academy of Safety Science and Technology, Sichuan 610045, China)

Abstract; Potassium salt is mainly used to produce potash fertilizer. Potassium salt industry is the irreplaceable and
basic industry for agricultural economy. Potash resource is rich in the world. However, the resource distribution and
production layout are extremely unbalanced. Through analysis on the concentration of the states and companies which
have the potash resources, it is suggested that potash market presents a pattern of world mining industry with the
separation of resource monopoly from the focus of supply and demand. Limited potash resources should be made rational
exploitation, and overseas production bases of potash fertilizer will actively be built. Then a steady potash supply system
will be established.

Key words: potassium salt industry; industrial concentration; monopoly
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