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Simulation and analysis on natural gas helium-extraction process
WANG Jin-bo" , CHEN Bing, LIU Yong-duo, SUN Shu-zhen
(North China Company, China Petroleum Engineering and Construction Corp., Renqgiu 062552, China)

Abstract:In order to reduce energy consumption, improve the recovery rate of helium by natural gas helium-
extraction process and increase the purity of crude helium,a natural gas helium-exiraction process based on cryogenic
rectification principle is proposed. This process needs less equipment and energy consumption, and can obtain a high
recovery rate and high purity of crude helium. A natural gas helium-extraction model is established by using HYSYS
software ,and key parameters are analyzed, including the pressure of the primary helium-extraction tower, the top feed
temperature of the primary helium-extraction tower, and the feed temperature of the secondary helium-extraction tower.
The optimal process parameters are determined.Total energy consumption is 425 kW when the recovery rate of helium is

95% and the purity of crude helium is 75%.The exergy analysis method is employed to quantitatively determine the

exergy loss of each device in the process,which points out the direction for process improvement.

Key words: helium; natural gas; HYSYS; exergy analysis; cryogenic distillation

RTRAVEZIFrE B, 2 Tl [ B A 2R
S U AT 2 B P, i 4 T A e R
PR AT s BR R AT R A B — Y R IE
RGP AEE 2, 72K 0 ki 24> 2
kT BA T (E B B S 0B, S
SR & HEA AT RE T 2 Tl ity (02 9 205K (B &
Tk /NT 19, L, PR S8 L 2w BT
RIR T A TS B RL

RAR AR AT ik EE AL B A2 s I i A
FARHR o B o 1R o3 8 1 B 358/ REAR AR Y AL
AT AR S B S AL A3 B A T, SR R
Bk, HETEY Bk 2 TR ek, 2R
BRI E B T RS R A T 2 ARIE D B
010 2 BN 75 8 ARG 1 2 Ah Ok AR 205
EHOAR R AR ORI R ZRINRER S
KRBT Z PN ZRE R (R

PR BRI TR R S BRI R
AR 2 % (0 B IR A 2™
A PR RO AR AR AR R I A S OB R BIR
R IR BREAI A P e, IR (835 0t — 22 4R UL
., SR 2RI e B R o L 22 4 ) 3 5 48 507 1k
HA A IR BT BEFERAIL A,

ASCP T HIRIRAR T P2 2 T2, X AT IS
IR AT 2RI AR AR S 2R A R AL,
TR RA IR A T2 W, SR HYSYS
P8, 301 T L2 h S O RERE IS I, X6t
AR EEBR AT T, DL R i
A RE RS

1 RASRERBEREHMSEMSH

1.1 ERSSREH
RO R A TR rh 2t — Sy B 4 A

Yr7E B A 2021-12-16; &[5 H #1:2022-09-09

TEE BN L4 (1996-) , 5 i, TR, F5% 7 10 S RARSAL R, W iREE R A, 15838153589@ 163.com,,



- 222 - LA 4L L FENEBIILH

PR, PRt il J5E /K S TR A B IS 1 S5, BB TR
JEK 40°C |, JE /1M 4 300 kPa , AbFEHE N 36x10* m*/d,
ARBEIRG N 1.05%, TRA ke 1 s, 4h
By RIS E N ESRAMET 4 500 kPa  HLE ™ 5 R Ty

AMET 2 400 kPa,
®1 STERSKSHEAR %
414> He N, CH, C,Hy
JEIR 34K 1.05 9.14 89. 77 0.04

1.2 RASRESRE

AR RARTIRA T2 1 Fos, J5OR
W 2) Zead VA (H-1) Bl A FRE 1 i
W(V-1) BEEA—RFERAEE (T-1) , — KBS
BEIRYIAR (W 19) 700 2 e, — e (Wit 15) &5
(P=1) Hi 76 T 08 18 A A BT HIELR 8 e stE A —
PPN, 73— B (At 12) 21 i (V-2) [
PRI R HEA BV Ve A O HAR e i, R R 2l I

FEPL(C-1) ¥R JKR 48 (W-1) BRI ST, —Ik
PRGBS TR (W 20) S5 R 4 (H-2) %
M R (V=5) MR A RIS (T-2) , =
WA IR Wil 2 B, — e (Wi 33) 4%
(P=3) M He TETRVR ¥ A AT A IR $E S
BEIRHE , S — B (WL 21) 2R IR A/ N R IR 8 e
HEA TR (V-6) BRI SR 5 IRV AE R £ 15
AR LA B, 5 2 A AL R 5 A s AR A
BEES TR A (WL 23) TEA VR FE IR TR (] 3 B
(S-1), IR HERAI A (P-2) IR 5 A RSt
PETRHEARL , Il SR AR S0™ i 2R TRV VR A A
BTN G IEA G 4R ai o, H1% 7 XRH
AAHIRIER, W (WU NS) L R4EHL(C-3)
B TR R TR RIR A R R IR 1R R 1)
RN (W N3) Zead 10 i i (V-4) BRI, 3R
FHIGRA I E SR F (D N4 ) HTRERE FR R AR
ARG R IE A TEZERL( C-3) B R SE LRI IEA .

N5 23

| "2 o ,—1 i
c-3 g s-1
20 24
Nt HoL /J_\ N4 303
| %17 1\:3&] P-2
A= V-1 22_4
: ; | (;_ 26— —30——>|1-2
A SRR, ) 27357
=t {18 12:8% T-1 21 23_“;‘%6—| X
S W-1 M-1 w—2 | 9 13— 2 29 >
KA [ P_3 -
1 10«33
;14——‘;%2—18—> —D‘—34
C-1 C-2 - Tee-2
16—@4_15_‘\_04719:/
P-1 Tee—1
K1 RAAREATIZnRE
Eﬁ?ﬁ%%ﬁigﬁi*%EP,ﬁﬁg&%%ﬁﬁE Wy = Wes (3)
R, Hoh R B D3+, ] 23T Rt LA Wi = Wy + Wooy + W, (4)

4500 C-1 BBAE W, JE4iHL C-2 REFE W, LA I
JE4EAL C-3 REFE W , Z FI R AR R REAE W o
k7 iR v OGBS RO BEFE B e LA
VLR S RERE W, 00 R 3 BT, S — BB REAE N —IK
PESIEIB I R T 13 R RERE W, BE R E K
W= (1) FroR 5 85 8R4 REFE S IRIR AR IR
BRI R RERE W, B Rk =l (2) s
55 =B RE FE S ATV A6 B B R 4 AL T R
Wy, BUEaih XX (3) frs s SREFE R K N0
(4) 7R,
Wy, = Wey X (fs/fs) (1)
Wiy = Weoy X (fi/fs) + Wy (2)

K fs o s SN 5 i 6 LA 7 YRR
/R kmol/h

JE SCTAR ST IR O L 20 ™ i S UBE R
P f o SRV RS fy 2 1, 52
A (5) PR,

Mt = 1 etivn” 2 et ) X 100% (5)

= Ji ,heliumL:jf‘Z,helium ,kmol/h
1.3 REEMUSEME

*H Aspen HYSYS A AT RS T R R
FH Peng—Robinson 55 i & 4% W it 1) A 1k
TERSUTTSR T LAZR 2 rp i BEAUL BRI A Sy 133
e, P2 A RARHRE T2 HYSYS B,



2022 F 11 B

%2 HYSYS EHUITEME
TiH
1 IREERE N 20°C, S 101 kPa
2 WENRRSK, AL RE R
3 WSS ST AR
4 FMHLAL R R sl D T AR AR Sk B, TE Al AR

F
o

FEREF  RRVRR T ZEUS D

- 223 -

5 R IRGHLIRBCEREIN 75%
6 B h o fR E AR 95% HLE™ AR FR 4 B

75% A

7 BEERRYIR R NEZE=3.5C
8 JK¥& A TR A 40°C

9 JKIERAAHE I R R 10 kPa, KRS KRN 50 kPa

- H-2
C-3 AvAvA <t
T-1 J MAL_ V=5 T-2
W
< M o1 P-2
V-1 W MJ e
o AL V=4
E VV—‘Z dl 'AVA' V-6 T 2
M M P-3 iy
AR 0 MA fo
W
VAVAVA P-1 Tee-1 | -
Il t? _‘_’_] o
W-1 I o<
SMERAS M1 w—2 ) Vs
VY
A= 5 C-1 ~n& C-2 | 11
VY
H2 R{KAEALZE HYSYS EHAE

2 XBSHSW

— IR EX RERERI T

KRR AT L h— e A TR i 22 1k
MR — U SIS PR LRI 1 A A e S
BEHERIR SRS R, TR MDA P L ERE

B3 /R T — U4 S8 36 TR0 REFE Y 52 ¢
F B — VR IR TR T, B REFE BT A
Y PR ZIE B R T o I, — U S B 3 T e e
%, B — AR AR IE IR ORI, R — AR 2 1Y
T (Pyy) BT & 3 2 J5 T i L RVE A4S —
UCHRE SUIE S5 R R YA I TR BEAE W FEAS TR A
A7 B TE TR A T R, R SIE TR R i
REAIG, B e SRS 35 I VR I R R AR [RT I —
PRGBSI WIS (P ) BEARFFAE 3k 2 J7

2.1

T )1 R A A5 — U S B 3G H B 14 e B
6001 H]H]]DIWT-I 2 W‘r—zgwm +anc""P12""" P27_ 200 i 13000
500} {175 ”g 2700
£ Ja00 _
E400- —150§@ foio0 &
4 300 —125& % 11800 R
£ 500/ {100 T8 11500 42
) Z {1300 ¥

100f 175 = Jooo

=
03600 3 3800 3900 4000 0 X ~600
— WA / kPa
M3 —kBEAEEEX RGN

Wy S 5 — B S B s ) 728 A ok L v 17 A
SEMAR/ N BEFE W, BAGREF AL . 28 EFTIE, — IR
P SIS RS EESE A BEAE W, , BEAE W, BEE B K
AT R TR
2.2 —RIBSEETEERHR E X EFER R0

FERFF IR AE T 95% L™ i (R B
IMMET 75% RIRTHR T, — I3 B 1 TRl it
JE R — U S A B R I 1 3 s A
PR SIE BRI T 8, AT i fiE

P 4 JE/R T —UKR S35 55 DU R B X REFE 1Y
EWSC R BEE PERHELE A TR, B REAESCRR RS T
Fe, 1 B TR B BE O - 103°C I B AT B /) E #E
425 kW, H—RIE AR HERHRIE TR I, — e 5
BB VR AR, 55 R R IR T P, T
1o, — U S S R L T RERE W, AR
YR B B ORI T i, R SR B

500 | Nzwmw'r-z_._fzo +P11+P17 150 :I'—; 12800
wol % % = % {125 5-2400.5
B L 100 %52 12000 =
2300} / P 3
- i ® 5
s ]
o} [l 48—l o o
GU O, =
-107 -105 -103 -101 _ -99 4
— KR WHERHREE/ C

B4 — k4R GEE TIHRHR E X AL %



. 224 . LA 4L L

B HORHE T S R R T TR ) P, FEAIR, —
AR LS R i IS BERE W, T s — I ER
S SE TUHE AR B 10UV IR R R R /N, REFE
W A REF AL, 5 BTk BEFE W, 5 W, b6
A — U S I TR el 3 ) e B A s v A2
PSS DRI SR A7 A i A 10 2 A I {6 15 fiE
/N
2.3 ZTRIBREPEERYRIEE X REFER I
K5 R T R A i R R E T,
xR RERE R DG AR, B HERHILE T, AR, B
REAB SO A, SRR AR B A

z$_ // Wy, EEW,, MW, == fire ™ Py 2(7)(5)((: g _:(6) :_;
700¢ ) 2500 5 |5, €
?;fm = I 200 5 | %
=] | e £ 1R
o .|| |l \|\|!||“ ok s
100k || 11250 & {16
013 -135 -10 1000 3 Y12 ®
TG PSR W IREE/ C I
5 —kFRRAEFHHRIARRE T,
Xt #E R B B

UPERHEE T, BRI, FERHELE X S REFEE
B MERHELE Ty, Bom iy, “ R QB U R
T £, B, OIS 5 18 o il v& 0 30 0 8, X8 3 2
MV PEIIEV AT HX -1 N BT a5 i 10 5, S v%
A HX -1 PR 1 1 32 207 sUR B — R B I
SRR 1T R T P, TR R T P, B
SRAT ISR B B A Ve, (EE IR 6 Fpal X Aif
J7 20K B TR 2 2208, i R R, e
FEHIN . £3 BRI, AR R e RS RHRE T,
AEEE,

300 200 600 1000 1400 1800
RRHX-1AH R/ kW

1—T;3, =—150°C , P, =2 640 kPa;2—T5, =—145C

P, =2 630 kPa;3—T;, =—140°C ,P,, =2 622 kPa;

4—T,,=-135C P, =2 223 kPa;5—T5, =-130C,

P,=1518 kPa

B 6 A4 HX-1 WA im i &k =

F42EH11H

2.4 HEFRERS XN

TEARFF S EIR 95% RAE Y 1F T, e sE ML
U R BN BB SHOR MR RE S-1 m kR
TRt B 7 W, TR0 900 SR AR UL - 140°C BEAIK
2 - 180°C B, ML & d AR B 73 B 55% FH s &
75% , S REAFERLBE S THE , FLBEE A 0™ b & AR
RN BT, B REREAR fL R IG

430 -140

420f 1. 1-145

{-150
B 410} \ 1155 2
S . =
® 400 4-160 =
ﬁ 390 | 1-165 &
2 2501 - {-17032
- — 1175 =

370+ 2~ T 1-180

1 1 1 1 1 _185

3055 60 65 70 75 80
B SRR %

1— (BRI BE s 2— iR B EAE

B 7 MR AR B A

3 RGESH

JHIEHE Y RGBS, mT DL &R
GEARATM KT WA R T R —
HURNEE e, 24 T e it R R SR R g o 0T A 1
AR WA BT T DU R AR T R
AT, M E, AR BT RS B
X (6) P,

E, =E" +E" (6)

PN YA R S 8 DI ey B 23| R E T L I R
B BRELLBOKYE 8%, R T RIS R BRI, AR
JEIRIR R A R T A L SCER [ 14 ]

Pegm AR A = (7) X (8) iR,

E™ = (h=hy) = Ty(s = s5) (7)
A, b F s AERYITERIES FIUE s by B s, FCRIFE R
K I
E" = Z y,el + RT, Z y, Iny, (8)
2o, e AR HEI 5 R SR E B B 8. 314
J/(mol-K) sy, AW 4 53 1 BE IR A 4K

T3 BT RARFIRA T 2P &K &
&, EIR N 366.9 kW, MR R IR 5 2
i, B RAY 42. 9% , oA LIS A HX -1 MR
KL K 8 MR FE HX -1 (i 28 | iz e it £ A7
TERR R AR 22 | B K i R 22 0 26°C, A It
T IR R BK, AT 2 R TR & v 1 7 X
VIFE i v s A th Ze Y VC L RE , TR/ N 2% 5 L
YR RAEAL, o5 SR 19 22, 9% ; R 56 =



2022 F 11 B

BRI 28, 5 R 2 1 14. 3% , B4 2 56 Y
KA AT IR, o5 AR 2 Y 12. 9% , K 1R AN
RA AR BN, 53508 6. 5%F1 0. 6%,
£3 AASESTEh&KIGEERL
BRI R fr

T H )
kW % o He il %
PFE AR 157.22 42.85 HX-2 20
HX-1 80
FEAR PR 2 84.13 22.93 c-1 82
Cc-2 11
c-3 7
IRV IR R 52.42 14.29 w-1 83
wW-2 17
RV PG E PN 47.17 12.86 V-1 6
V-2 2
V-3 77
V-4 4
V-5 6
V-6 5
e RN 23.78 6.48 T-1 53
T-2 47
TRA TR 2.19 0. 60
WEEREBE 366,91
60 30
40 {27
20 i
of 7 e
20} ]
& o e e
_60 L
B _g0r 112 ﬁ
-100 ¢ 3]0 =
-120f 16 ¢
-140 + 13
-160 0

-200 I 260 I 660 I 10|()() I 14|00 I 1800
RRHX- 1AW/ kW
1—# 7 IR s 2— 2 M B £ 5 3— 14 3 i 4 A i 22

H8 A HX-1##dh &

4 g

FE TR 10 P 1 T REAEAG | iR m
AR R A T 20, R HYSYS
PR T RIRFAR A T AR JF it e s 2 50k
117500, e 36T 30 22508 e AR 40 W 7
BT T 4B MR R A5 R LT 4518,

(1) FE AR FE 2R IR 95% 20 1A L 43 41
75% AN MIHIHE T, B — P S R, L

FEREF  RRVRR T ZEUS D 225 -

REFEZ M IRRAIN ; Bl A — UKt S0 36 TOUE bR 3 1 e
K, B REFESCRRANIS THi , 76— AR 20838 Tt BHE
J& R - 103°C I HLA fe/ N B REFE ; k4 A3 E kLR
JE 3 v b T B BEARE R 3 i, 7 3 A 1 e
T, RAREFE R A A SRR A3 B0 T i e, L
BB fL R A Bl 3G

(2) RERRIRA T2 B BR by 366.9 kW,
Horpr  RFRIRU R IR, A B G 1Y 42. 9% , HIR
SERAEHL, 5 BRI R 0 22, 9% , B R 5 = RiR
BB ES o BRI B 14, 3%, RS UK
WA, & SRR 12.9% K518 3 IR
BN 43N 6. 5% 0. 6%,

S 3k

[1] HAKE, Ha, AR, 553 T Aspen Adsorption BYZ S/
S B3 1o AR A [ T4k T244%, 2019,70(7) : 2556 -
2563.

[2] ZEZ, TATE , #i6. Beva R W A A R RIS M=

X[J].HuUBE R ,2016,35(S1) :372-378.

SNL BT LT AR ST R M IR IR A B RE S T [ ]

WA, 2018,38(6) :1-7.

[4] ZEZem] i TAR B BRA R A Rg 432 ) RAR SR A
ARLIT RS HA4H,2019,37(3) :55.

[5] sk X0EER, 258 7Y 45 b B B A KRS IR o IR 5
JE[J] HBE R, 2018,37(S1) :476-486.

[6] /AT L RAR IR A AB I R[] . AL T ,2020,49
(5):513-518.

3

5

amd B

[3

[

[7] Hamedi H, Karimi I A, Gundersen T.A novel cost-effective silica
membrane-based process for helium extraction from natural gas[ J].
Computers & Chemical Engineering,2019,121(2) :633-638.

[8] Ansarinasab, Hojat, Mehrpooya, et al. Advanced exergoeconomic e-
valuation of a new cryogenic helium recovery process from natural
gas based on the flash separation-APCI modified process [ J].
Applied Thermal Engineering: Design, Processes, Equipment, Eco-
nomics,2018,132:368-380.

[9] Hojat, Ansarinasab, Mehdi, et al.Evaluation of the cryogenic helium
recovery process from natural gas based on flash separation by ad-
vanced exergy cost method-Linde modified process-ScienceDirect
[J].Cryogenics,2017,87:1-11.

[10] BRZETF, fhdt e 55 TR [ M ] db Rt i K% R
#1,2003.

(117 S TRBOI=[ M ALat. S 5E80F iR, 2007.

[12] SRR AR 2 M ] ALaT (L2 Tl i Rt 2010.

[13] Moran M J,Shapiro H N, Boettner D D, et al.Fundamentals of engi-
neering thermodynamics[ M ].John Wiley & Sons,2010.

[14] BRI /PRERRA RN AL AR B AL K% 48 S IR AT 5T
[D]. 1 igsgili Ry, 2017.

[15] GB/T 14909—2021. Bt REE - HTH AR SN[ S]. M



