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Solving blockage happens at heat-exchanger between sections of

cracking gas compressors in ethylene plant
ZHU Bai-qing”
(PetroChina Sichuan Petrochemical Company Limited, Chengdu 611930, China)

Abstract: This paper introduces the blockage problems often happened at heat-exchanger between the second, third

and fourth sections of the cracking gas compressor in the ethylene plant of PetroChina Sichuan Petrochemical Co., Ltd.

The reasons causing blockage are analyzed. A new solution against the blockage problem is proposed that wash oil is

added into the branch pipeline at the inlet of heat-exchanger to promote the dispersion of scale by inhibitor, which can

finally solve the problem that the differential pressure of heat exchangers goes up continuously and provide a new idea for

the ethylene producers to solve the similar problems.
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